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Exploring our Denomination 
 

Plus—ACTIVATING your Inviting/Growing/Loving 
 

Part 2 of 3 in the Membership Process 

North Creek is a part of a particular family of Christian churches.  It was planted in 1981 by other Presbyter-

ian churches in the area.  The connections to this church family travel back in time and across the world. 

 

Presbyterian Origins 

Founded in the midst of the Protestant Reformation in 16th Century Europe.  Presbyterians affirm the princi-

ples of this movement: Grace Alone / Faith Alone / Scripture Alone. 

Key Names & Places: John Calvin – Switzerland / John Knox – Scotland / English Puritans / Dutch Reformed 

 

Current Denomination: The Presbyterian Church (USA).  Headquarters in Louisville, KY.  1.5 million 

members in nearly 10,000 congregations.  Abbreviation: PC(USA). 

 

Current Affiliation within the PC(USA): The Fellowship Community of Presbyterians 

“The Fellowship Community is a network of churches and leaders called together to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 

by growing in Christ’s likeness, living by God’s word, and joining in God’s mission in the world.” 

Within the Fellowship, NCPC is in a Mission Affinity Group with Calvin PC Shoreline, Mountain View PC 
Marysville, Friday Harbor PC, and Lake Forest Park PC. 

• The sovereignty of God, who creates, sustains, rules, and redeems the world in the freedom of 

providential love 

• The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation 

• Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God 

• Faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s creation 

• The recognition of the human sinfulness, especially the tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls 

the people of God to work for the transformation of society by living in obedience to the Word of God 

• The centrality of the Word of God in worship & life 

The Presbyterian Family 

Presbyterian Authority 

Three Authoritative Books (in order of importance) 

 

1. The Holy Bible  … never changes 

2. The Book of Confessions   …  changes infrequently, new items added to collection (...1967, 1991, 2016) 

Assists us in interpreting scripture; includes the ecumenical creeds and historic Presbyterian family faith 

statements 

3. The Book of Order  …  changes frequently, every time our General Assembly meets (every other year) 
Assists us in governing & administrating our church in an orderly fashion; contains rules & suggestions 

Themes of Reformed Faith 
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Two Sacraments 

Presbyterian Governance 

Polity Spectrum  

 

High-structure,               Low-structure, 

Centrally-organized                Locally-organized 

 
 

 

 

 

Officers of the Presbyterian Church 

Elected by congregations according to representative democracy 

• Elders (“Ruling Elders”) 

• Ministers of Word & Sacrament (“Teaching Elders”) 

• Deacons 

 

Levels of Government in the Presbyterian Church 

• Session 

The ruling body of a congregation (church council) 

At NCPC, 12 ruling elders plus installed ministers 

• Presbytery 

• All ministers & elder commissioners from every congregation 

• NCPC is in the Northwest Coast Presbytery (170 presbyteries nationwide) 

• Synod 

• Largely administrative, coordinates mission 

• NCPC is in the Synod of Alaska-Northwest (16 synods nationwide) 

• General Assembly 

• Commissioners elected by presbyteries (equal numbers of elders, ministers) 

• Week-long proceedings held every two years; constitutional changes considered 

Roman 
Catholic 

Episcopal Lutheran, Methodist Presbyterian, 
Reformed 

Congregational Free Church,  
Non-Denom. 

       Independent 

The Sacrament of Baptism 

• The way the Holy Spirit unites us with Christ 

• A sign of the cleansing of sin, of dying and rising with Christ 

• A seal of salvation and belonging based on God’s grace 

• Initiation into the church, linked with confession of faith 

 

Practical Matters: Only one baptism for each person (no re-

baptism), both infants and adults, both sprinkling and immersion 

The Sacrament of Communion 

• The way the Holy Spirit renews our faith 

• Commemorates Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross 

• For the church (all who put their trust in Jesus) 

• The elements represent the body & blood of Jesus 

 

Practical Matters: How often, use of wine or juice, & manner 

of distributing is largely up to each congregation 
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Activate Your Growing 

Activate Your Inviting 

• Live a Christ-like life so your life reflects the love of Jesus 

• Know the gospel, in order to tell others the good news of Jesus as Savior & Lord … at the 

right moment 

• Develop intentional relationships with people who do not yet know Jesus 

• Invite others to come along and join you as you live the faith—worship, Bible study, service 

 Never underestimate a simple invitation to come to church 

• Share your faith story … “the reason for the hope that is in you” 1 Peter 3:15 

Read the Bible Regularly 
 

• Good for Guidance … 2 Timothy 3:14-17 

• A Light in the Darkness … Psalm 119:105 

• A Source of spiritual Nourishment … Matt. 4:4 

 

The Word of God: 
Inspired.  Inspiring. 

True.  Trustworthy.  Authoritative. 

Pray Persistently 
 

• God is there, available, listening … Jeremiah 29:12-13 

• Live a lifestyle of continual prayer … 1 Thess. 5:17 

• Use the Lord’s Prayer as an outline … Matt. 6:9-13 

 

It’s the way we respond to God and grow in the relation-

ship.  Four-part Prayer: Adoration, Confession, Thanks-

giving, Supplication (asking) 

Mapping Your Journey of Discipleship Growth 

Levels of Learning 
 

• DISCOVERY—Entry level, explore something new 

• MATURITY—Electives that you choose to grow with 

• MATURITY—In-depth learning experiences 

• DISCIPLING—Teaching or mentoring others 

Areas/Subjects of Learning 
 

• MISSIONAL—mission, evangelism, serving, caring 

• PRACTICES—spirituality, prayer, walking with God 

• BELIEFS—faith, doctrine, theology, church history 

• BIBLE—scripture content and themes, study skills 
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Activate Your Loving Service 

Serve God and Love Others 

INSIDE THE CHURCH 
 

All NCPC members serve God by giving time 

& talents to the ministry of the church. 

 

God makes sure each has something to offer! 

“Spiritual Gifts” are special abilities given by 

God to all believers, allowing them to make a 

contribution to the work of the church.  

[Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7]   

 

We are diverse in our histories, personalities 

and spiritual gifts, but united by the Spirit of 

Christ in pursuit of God’s purpose.  In the 

midst of different spiritual gifts — use yours, 

accept others’! 

 

• Serve on a ministry team in one of our 

four main areas:   

Ministry Support, Disciple Formation, 

Congregational Care, Missional Service. 

• Care for those who need encouragement 

• Lead a home Bible Study 

• Teach Sunday School or a class 

• Mentor someone in the faith 

• Welcome church visitors 

• Assist the office staff 

Serve God and Love Others 

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 
 

Mission is about God Moving People! 

 
God:  Our mission is God’s mission.  It didn’t 

start with us.  We have the incredible oppor-

tunity of participating in God’s activity in the 

world. 

Moving:  In mission, the church moves into 

the world, going outside its walls and comfort 

zone to bring God’s love to the world.  

[Matthew 28:16-20;  Acts 1:8;  John 20:19-22] 

People:  In mission work, Christian people 

get personally involved in the lives of the peo-

ple they help.  It’s more than just writing a 

check to charity...it’s a relationship. 

 

• Join a missional community 

• Serve on a mission action team 

• Sign up for a short-term mission 

• Feed the homeless 

• Tutor at-risk children 

• Welcome international students 

• Rebuild homes of those whose lives 

are touched by natural disasters. 

My Next Steps 

Invite Grow Serve in Love 

   


